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Dear  Parishioners, 

 

Proclaiming God’s Mercy: 

 Tuesday marked the 60th anniversary of a woman 

refusing to stand up.  The year was 1955, and the 

woman was Rosa Parks. She was in Montgomery, 

Alabama, and she was arrested because a white 

man wanted her seat on the bus.  25 years later, 

the U.S. Bishops wrote: “Racism is an evil which 

endures in our society and in our Church … Racism 

is not merely one sin among many; it is a radical 

evil that divides the human family and denies the 

new creation of a redeemed world. To struggle against it demands an equally 

radical transformation, in our own minds and hearts as well as in the struc-

ture of our society.”  . This Monday, December 7th, marks the anniversary of 

the attack on Pearl Harbor which brought the U.S. into what we know now as 

the Second World War.  Recent history seems to show that we not only don’t 

know how we get into a war.  We don’t know how to end them either.  And as 

the violence rages on, those who sacrifice to fight our wars have to keep fight-

ing to get us to take care of them. There are a number of issues being fought 

over in Congress these days (though you probably don’t have to worry about 

them doing anything about it; this week I’ve been reading from the 19th  

chapter of the book of Leviticus:  “When an alien resides with you in your 

land, do not mistreat such a one. You shall treat the alien who resides with 

you no differently than the natives born among you; you shall love the alien as 

yourself; for you too were once aliens in the land of Egypt. I, the LORD, your 

God.”  And of course it was just a few weeks ago the Pope quoted Jesus: 

“Whatsoever you do to the least of these, you do unto me.”  When we think 

about the controversy surrounding immigration, should these words matter?  I 

mention all of that not to depress anyone, though it is easy to lament the 

state of affairs in many aspects of our society.  Rather I offer it to suggest that 

we need Advent.  We desperately need the coming of Christ into our world. 

This weekend we find John the Baptist at the Jordan, calling people to  con-

version of heart.  We can pass laws, and we can build walls and fences, and 

we can deploy drones all around the world.  But it seems that nothing will 

change until our hearts are changed. 



Readings for the  
Week of Dec. 4, 2016 

 
Readings for the Week of December 4, 
2016 
Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72/Rom 15:4-9/
Mt 3:1-12 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103/Mt 
11:28-30 
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98/Eph 1:3-
6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80/Mt 
17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146/Jas 
5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 
 

Observances for the Week of December 

4, 2016 

Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Monday:  

Tuesday: St. Nicholas, Bishop 

Wednesday: St. Ambrose, Bishop and 

Doctor of the Church 

Thursday: Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Friday: St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

Saturday:  

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

©Liturgical Publications Inc  

 
Observances for the Week of December 
4, 2016 

 CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE GIFTS  

DUE NEXT SUNDAY,  
DECEMBER 11TH  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Thank you to all those who selected 
one or more ornaments from the 

Christmas Giving tree last Sunday. 
Your generosity will make a wonderful 

difference for a person in need this 
Christmas. 

 
If you haven’t already done so this 
Sunday, please return the new, un-
wrapped gift to the Christmas Giving 
Tree next Sunday, Dec. 11th. The Giv-
ing Tree is located on the right side of 
the altar at the front of the 
church. Before placing the gift under 
the Giving Tree, please tape the orna-
ment you chose from the Giving Tree 
to the gift so that we can identify the 
recipient.    
 
Thank you again and God bless us, every-
one!   

 
Prayer Service of Thanksgiving for 
the Elevation of Archbishop Cupich 

to the College of Cardinals 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 

 
With praise and thanksgiving to almighty 
God for the recognition of the honor 
given the Archdiocese of Chicago by 
His Holiness Pope Francis in naming 
Archbishop Blase Joseph Cupich to the 
College of Cardinals, a Thanksgiving 
Liturgy of the Word will be cele-
brated on Sunday, December 4, 2016, 
at 7 p.m., at Holy Name Cathedral, 735 
North State Street in Chicago. Cardinal 
Cupich will receive guests immediately 
following the Liturgy of the Word at 
Holy Name Cathedral. 
A ticket must be presented for admittance 
to Holy Name Cathedral. Doors open 
at 6:40 p.m. Please register to receive 
a ticket: https://
thanksgivingliturgycardinalcu-
pich.eventbrite.com  

WANT HELP DEALING WITH OUR 
STRESSFUL WORLD? 

Have you ever considered counseling, 
but you couldn’t find the time?  Maybe 
the time is now!  The Holbrook Counseling 
Center, a service of Catholic Charities 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago, provides 
confidential counseling at many locations 
including our office by Holy Name 
Cathedral.   Our counselors are licensed, 
and we have convenient appointment 
times including days and evenings. We 
have affordable fees, and we accept 
private pay and/or behavioral health 
insurance.  We are in network with 
BC/BS PPO.  For more information or 
to schedule an appointment, please 
call us at (312) 655-7725. 

Catholic Charities Volunteer  
Opportunities 

Are you looking for an opportunity to 
volunteer? Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago is looking for 
helpful, friendly volunteers to serve as 
greeters at the hospitality table at 
721 N. LaSalle St. in Chicago.  
Volunteers welcome guests and help 
with the intake of clothing donations. 
Volunteers serve a 2 or 3 hour shift on 
a Monday, Thursday, or Friday of 
their choice between 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 
p.m. For more information, 
emailvolunteer@catholiccharities.net or 
call the Volunteer Relations department 
at (312) 655-7322. 

Celebration of Giving 
Catholic Charities 69th annual Cele-
bration of Giving is underway! Our 
mission is to provide children and 
families served by Catholic Charities 
with gifts and necessities during Christ-
mas. Celebration of Giving brings joy 
to many families who otherwise would 
not be able to celebrate. Drop-off at 
various locations from November 28 to 
December 14. During our 2015 event, 
Catholic Charities distributed gifts and 
toys to more than 25,000 children and 
families. Help Unwrap the Spirit by 
donating toys, sponsoring a family, or 
volunteering in “Santa’s Workshop.” 
For more information and for drop-off 
locations, 
visit www.catholiccharities.net/
celebration or contact 312-655-7401 
orCOG@catholiccharities.net 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Week before the collection 
 
Your donation works for aging  
religious.  “I read that roughly 95 
percent of donations to the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious aid senior 
religious,” a donor writes.  “That’s 
wonderful when we truly want our 
donations to work.”  Your gift works 
for elderly religious by helping to 
furnish medications, nursing care, and 
more.  Please support next week’s 
collection for the Retirement Fund for 
Religious, and give to those who have 
given a lifetime. 
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Dec 4 at 9:45 am  
Presider.......Reverend Michael Gabriel 
Cross Bearer…............Virginia Clayton 
Candle Bearers….…….....Maria Vega 
                                 & Kellee Athens 
Banner Carrier……..Deborah Gausslin 
Responsorial Psalm...…... 
Lectors.................................Judy Neafsey 
                            & Terry Conway 
Communion Ministers................Sr. Sheila 
O’Brien, Pervis Balthazar, Sr. Pat Cum-
mings, Bob Johnson, Vernon Lam & 
Pearl Luss 
Altar Servers............Alexandria Wilson 
                             & Amanda Wilson 
Greeters......................Minnie Lee Moore 
                               & Christine Pugh 
 
Dec 4 at 5pm 
Presider.......Reverend Michael Gabriel 
Eucharistic Minister....... 

Lector...................................Alison Conlon 

 

Dec 11 at 9:45 am 

Presider.......Reverend Michael Gabriel 
Lectors.........................Sabrina Cajandig 
                                 & Raquel Flores 
Altar Servers.....................Javadia Rylon     
                                  & Alaric Rylon 
Greeters......................Minnie Lee Moore 
                               & Christine Pugh 
 
Dec 11 at 5pm 
Presider.......Reverend Michael Gabriel 
Eucharistic Minister....... 

Lector.............................Amanda Seddon 

 
December Ushers 
Eastside…………………...Bill O’Brien 
East Center……….............Maria Vega 
Westside……………........Leslie Archer 
West Center………..….Michael Bivens 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please Remember in your Prayers: 

Brenetta Barrett, Monica Belby, 

Sandra Smith Bell,  

Mary Ellen Castroverde,  

Mary Cleveland, Alicia Kramer, 

Lettece Lee, Octavia Miller,   

Phillip Miller, Marla Moore,  

 Felice Morales, Patricia Morris, 

Charlene Stacker, 

Jim Sweeney, Endy Turner, and  

Phillip Young 

Calendar 
 

                  
Dec 4     - Circle of Friends  
                 Parish Center   
Dec 18 -Cardinal’s Christmas Concert 
                  2 PM in Church 
Dec 22    - Children’s Christmas Party 
                  4 to 7 PM Damen Hall 
May 7      - First Holy Communion 
                 9:45 mass   
 
July 16, 2017  - Save the date 
160th Anniversary celebration of Holy 
Family and the Jesuits in Chicago - 
more information to follow. 

Sunday Collection  
Goal:  $3,500.00 

 
November 20     - 9:45........$1,151.50 
                         - 5:00...........$671.00 
Give Central..............................$870.00 

Difference  - $807.50 
 

November 27      -9:45........$1,743.14 
                          -5:00........$1,024.00 
Give Central...............................$360.00 

Difference - $372.86    
 

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE 
 

Offerings                        $55,778.71 
*Budget                          $73,500.00 
Surplus/(Deficit)             ($17,343.50) 
 
*($3,500 a week for 21weeks.) 
 
Contributions can also be made at 
givecentral.org  Call Sharon in the office 
with any questions or for help with 
online donations. 
You can click on the ‘Donate’ 
link on our web page at  
www.holyfamilychicago.org 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 

 

 

 
Margaret M. Puccini  

 
Mary Elizabeth “Bethie” Roland 

“If every one of us, every day, does 

a work of mercy, there will be a 

revolution in the world! “ 

- Pope Francis 

     
  
Looking for service hours, building 
your resume, meeting new folks, or 
wanting to make a difference? The 
Women’s Center (pregnancy help center) 
is looking for new volunteers to join 
Mondays-Fridays at our N. Cicero 
Ave. location. 1) We are looking for 
bi-lingual in Spanish volunteers to 
help Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thurs-
days, particularly with translating. 2) 
We are looking for self-starters with 
flexible availability to be “on-call” 
Lobby Desk subs on occasional 
weekdays 1-4pm. 3). We are looking 
for new Lobby Desk volunteers: 
Wednesdays 9am-12pm and on 
Thursdays 1-4pm to greet guests and 
help with projects. 4) We have a 
weekday opportunity to prep bottles 
for our Spare Change Campaigns 
(great for a small group or service 
hours!). For more info, contact Paige at 
773.794.8807 or pscarlett@womens-
center.org.  

“Oh house of Jacob, come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord!”  As we begin 
the anticipation of Advent, let us give 
thanks and walk together in the love 
of God by participating in a World-
Wide Marriage Encounter weekend on 
December 9-11, 2016, February 17-
19, 2017 or April 7-9, 2017, all at Elk 
Grove Village, IL.  Early registration is 
highly recommended.  For reserva-
tions/information, call Jim & Kris at 
630-577-0778 or contact us through 
http://wwme-chicagoland.org . 
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