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This Sunday, the Feast of the Christ the King, ushers us into the last week of the
liturgical year, with the ‘New Year’ beginning with the First Sunday of Advent
on December 3. It is time to be purple for a while. Now I suspect all of us think
of Advent as a season of preparation, which it most certainly is. If asked for
what we are preparing, we might well respond, Christmas. It’s an obvious
response, since all around us are the decorations of the Christmas season,
cropping up as they have been since Halloween. (I saw a TV station was already showing a Christmas movie this last Thursday night!)
But here is where it gets interesting. If one looks at the Scripture readings for
Mass for the Advent season, one sees no mention of or reference to the birth of
Christ until December 20th, Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent, the ninth
day before Christmas. Consider just the Sunday readings. The first Advent
Sunday focuses on warning us to be ready, for we know not the day nor the
hour. The next two Sundays are all about the ministry of John the Baptist. Now
John’s preaching was all about preparation, to be sure. But it came some 30
years after the Nativity, and was focused on being ready for the public ministry
of Jesus. Not until the fourth Advent Sunday do we hear anything about the
birth of a child, as we listen to the story of the Annunciation.
Now it might seem that we are giving a short time to Christmas, but we are not.
We just don’t start celebrating the birth of the Savior until, well, until Christmas.
Then we have several weeks, with the Feast of the Holy Family and Epiphany, to
celebrate Christ’s birth. (It’s almost ironic that our Christmas season has begun
and the Christmas trees are out at the curb and the home decorations are already up in the attic.)

What all this means to me is that the mystery we celebrate during these days
really centers upon the coming of Christ into our midst. While the birth of a
Savior is a truly glorious and heart-warming event, Christ comes to us in many,
many ways. We do wait for his return at the end of time, we rejoice that the
Virgin was with Child, we are instructed and guided by the public ministry and
teaching for which John prepared the way. And at each and every Eucharist,
we celebrate his Real Presence in priest and people, Word and Sacrament. We
have much to celebrate.
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Masses
Sunday ....................... 9:45 am & 5:00 pm
Confessions
Sunday mornings from 8:45 - 9:15
Weddings
Arrangements must be made at least six
months in advance.

Nov. 26 at 9:45 am
Presider.......Reverend Michael Gabriel
Candle Bearers….Betty Ferguson
Donna Raclaw
Lector...........................Erin Shields
Communion Ministers……………..
Sr. Sheila O’Brien, Pervis Balthazar,
Jacque Hale, Bob Johnson, Jim Bruton,
Dawn O’Holleran
Altar Servers................Javadia and
Alaric Rylon
Greeter.............................Christine Pugh
Nov. 26 at 5 pm
Presider......Reverend Michael Gabriel
Eucharistic Minister.......
Lector.........Anne and Steve Hasselbeck

Kay Ansani, Mary Breslin,
Bonnie Cannon, Mary Cleveland,
Michael Crosses, Lettece Lee,
Phillip Miller,
Janet Miskus, Tom O’Malley,
Joel Rivera, Charlene Stacker,
Jim Sweeney, and Endy Turner

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
LAUNCHES ITS

Same web address:
www.holyfamilychicago.org
New and improved content!

Dec. 3 at 9:45 am
Presider.......Reverend Michael Gabriel
Candle Bearers….Maria Vega
Kellee Athens
Lector............................Odell Gordon
Communion Ministers……………..Sr.
Sheila O’Brien, Pervis Balthazar,
Jacque Hale, Bob Johnson, Jim Bruton,
Dawn O’Holleran
Altar Servers............Xavier Rios,
Daveion Hightee
Greeter.............................Christine Pugh
Dec.3 at 5 pm
Presider......Reverend Michael Gabriel
Eucharistic Minister.......
Lector........................
December Ushers:
Eastside………………Bill O’Brian
East Center………........Maria Vega
Westside…………… Leslie Archer
West Center…………Michael Bivens

Annual Collection for the
Retirement Fund for Religious
Sunday, Dec. 10
Benefitting more than 32,000 elderly
Catholic sisters, brothers and religious
order priests

Sunday Collection

Please Remember in your Prayers:

Going Live on December 1!
Check us out!

Advent: An Invitation
to Intimacy with God
An Online, Interactive Retreat for
Women
When: December 3-24, 2017
What: Join the School Sisters of
Notre Dame in taking time to nurture your relationship with God this
Advent, using reflection materials
provided by Sister Carolyn Sur,
SSND. Deepen your personal reflection and prayer by interaction
with a spiritual companion, a sister
with whom you will be paired to
meet with weekly by phone, skype
or in person.
RSVP: To RSVP or for more information, contact
Sister Stephanie Spandl, SSND,
at sspandl@ssnd.org
or 651-278-4498, or visit ssnd.org/
events/advent-retreat-2017 for
more details.

Goal: $3,500.00
Nov. 5

-9:45.........$1600.49
-5:00.........$281.09
Give Central......................................$650.00
Difference -$968.42
Nov. 12

-9:45.......$1112.75
-5:00........$1016.84
Give Central.....................................$280.00
Difference - $1090.42

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
Offerings
$53,001.02
*Budget
$66,500.00
Surplus/(Deficit)
($13,498.98)
*($3,500 a week for 19weeks.)
If you use an envelope that is not pre
printed with your name or #, please be
sure to write the information on it so you
can receive proper credit.
Contributions can also be made at
givecentral.org Call Sharon in the office
with any questions or for help with online
donations.
You can also click on the ‘Donate’ link
on our web page at
www.holyfamilychicago.org
Thank you for your support.

Calendar
Sunday, Nov. 26
Women of the Spirit
Sunday, Dec. 3
Advent Morning of
Reflection
11:00—12:30
Sunday, Dec. 3, 5:00 Our Lady of the
Angels Memorial Mass
Sunday, Dec. 10 2:00
Cardinal’s Christmas Concert
Friday, Dec. 8 Feast of the Immaculate
Conception 9:45 Mass
Thursday, Dec. 21
Children’s Christmas Party
December 31st 2017 Feast of the Holy Family
February 24 and 25th History in the Making
April 15th 2018 - Marriages celebrated
here at Holy Family
July 15th 2018 - Closing of our 160th
Anniversary

Christmas Giving Tree
Support for Young Peacemakers

Remember getting ready for
Christmas when you were a child?
From decorating the tree to baking
cookies, each moment brought you
excitement and joy. Preparing for
Christmas can be as joyful as it was
then. Don't let this be just another
Advent where you get distracted and
busy.
Join Best Advent Ever
BESTADVENTEVER.COM/
ALMOSTCHRISTMAS

ADVENT MORNING
OF
REFLECTION

"As We Wait in Blessed, Joyful
Hope"
will be held the first Sunday of
Advent, December 3rd, following the
9:45 Mass. Jim Bruton will facilitate
an interactive discussion and communal reflection on the Season of
Advent. As in recent years, our
parish's Confirmation students and
RCIA Candidates will participate,
and this will be a great opportunity
to connect them more closely with the
parish community. All are welcome to
start off the Season of Advent on a
note of "blessed, joyful hope!"
MASS OF REMEMBRANCE
in memory of:
Our Lady of the Angels Fire
Dec 1, 1958
Sunday, Dec. 3
5:00 pm.

CARDINAL’S CHRISTMAS CONCERT
will be hosted by
Holy Family Parish

Each year, the Holy Family Christmas
Giving Tree provides gifts for
families or groups identified by
Catholic Charities as needing
assistance. This year, Catholic
Charities has given us the privilege of
providing gifts for youngsters
(age 4-18) who are living in a
challenging, violence-prone
environment - and who are trying to
find a way out of this kind of
environment by learning to live in
peace. These are the children of the
Peace Corner Youth Center in the
Austin area.
The Peace Corner provides a safe
haven from gang violence and drug
activity for neighborhood
children. At Peace Corner, they enjoy
athletics, obtain tutoring, and learn
strategies for conflict resolution This
year, through our Christmas Giving
Tree program, we will be providing
each Peace Corner child with a
sweatshirt and an age-appropriate
gift.
On Sunday, November 26, the gift
tags for the Christmas Giving Tree
will be hanging on the Christmas Tree
in the back of the church. Please take
a tag ONLY if you can return the
requested sweatshirt or gift
on December 3 or December
10. Return the unwrapped gift on
either of those dates with the
Christmas Giving Tree tag attached.
The Holy Family community has
always risen with Christmas spirit and
supported those in need through the
Christmas Giving Tree. This year, let
the peacemakers of Peace Corner
feel our love, support and
admiration.
,

The Women’s Center
Christmas is about love and family
and that is what we strive to be for
the women in difficult pregnancies
who come to us for help. After their
babies are born, they thank us for all
of our help, love and concern for
them.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
1) We are looking for a new volunteer on Monday and Wednesday
afternoons as a lobby receptionist. 2)
We are looking for volunteers to sort
donated items and assist clients in our
Family Room, help with mailings and
baby bottle projects. 3) We are
always looking for bi-lingual
volunteers who are conversational in
Spanish to help in special areas. 4)
We are seeking male volunteers to
assist with baby furniture donations.
For more info on these volunteer roles,
call us at 773-794-4771.
SEEKING DONATIONS: We are in
immediate need of 6 infant car seat/
carriers, also 5 large car seats for 20
to 40 lb (by law all car seats must
be less than 7 years old), Also needed are diapers in sizes 5 and 6 only.
These items cannot be picked up
unless accompanied by baby
furniture. The families who receive
these things are grateful for your
generosity. For our address, or if a
pick-up by a volunteer is needed,
please call 773-794-1313
NEW CATHOLIC SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
for 2018/19 School Year Through the
“Invest in Kids Act,” the state of Illinois has
created a new way to fund scholarships
for children from low-income households
who want to attend private schools. This
program provides an opportunity for
more students to receive a quality
Catholic education. The tax credit
scholarships offered through this program
could cover up to 100 percent of tuition
and fees for eligible, low-income students.
Not all families will be eligible for the
new scholarships, but we want to make
sure all families are aware of the
program. Program details are still being
finalized, but you can find information on
the scholarships, the application process
and the “Frequently Asked
Questions” (FAQ) on the Archdiocese of
Chicago’s website, archchicago.org/tcs. If
you have any questions about tax credit
scholarships, please contact the
Archdiocese InvestInKids
@archchicago.org or 312.534.5321.

