Dec. 3, 2017 • First Sunday of Advent

1080 W. Roosevelt
Chicago, Illinois 60608
It’s probably happened to all of us. Someone comes to you for help with a
difficult situation they’re facing. You listen patiently as they describe what
happened and how they ended up in a mess. As soon as they’re done, you
realize that the right choice, though difficult, is rather obvious. It is clear to you
what should be done, not because you’re so much smarter or even more
experienced, but rather just because you’re not in the middle of the situation,
struggling with all the emotions and concerns. So you explain your perspective
on the situation, and lay out why there’s really only one right choice, even
though it will mean some sacrifice. Your friend listens, and then is a quiet for a
moment. When they speak, the first words uttered are, “Yes, but . . .” At that
point, you can probably just get up and go get another cup of coffee.
Continuing the conversation and trying to convince the friend of the rightness of
your insight will probably not be successful. It’s at this point we often think,
“Well, if you didn’t want to listen, why did you ask me in the first place?” But
we shouldn’t be too quick to discount the sincerity of their question. They
probably are trying to do ‘the right thing’. But something is getting in the way:
fear, pride, guilt, or any number of other human shortcomings. So when faced
with the choice of doing good, instead of just saying “Yes”, they say, “Yes, but .
. .” If we’re honest, we might well remember those times when we’ve said those
very words ourselves. As we begin this season of Advent, a time of preparation,
and of longing for the coming of God into our midst. We want God to come
and redeem all of creation. We want to celebrate God’s birth as a child in
history. We want to experience that dwelling of the Holy Spirit today and
every day. Often our prayer is: “Dear God, fix that. Change this. Make that
right.” And God responds: “I want to fix and change and make right. But to
do that, I need to begin by changing you. I need to start by reaching in to the
very core of who you are, and transforming you. I need to burn away all the
guilt and the fear and the pride, and all the things that hold you back from
saying “Yes” to me. We sincerely want that. But it means letting go. It means
surrendering. We recall all the wonderful things God has done for us. We
really want what God offers us. We gather up our courage, so that this year, it
will be different. So from the quiet of our hearts, we say: “Yes—not yes but . . “
Special Thanks goes out to all the Food Pantry Volunteers who distributed
close to 500 turkeys, before Thanksgiving. There service often goes unnoticed,
but is such a huge part of the ministry here at Holy Family. Thank you!!!
Today in a special way we remember the Victims and Families of the Our
Lady of the Angels School Fire in 1958, in which 93 children and 3 Sister lost
their lives.
Next Sunday is the Cardinal’s Christmas Concert here at 2:00 p.m. I would
like to invite and encourage everyone to come and bring your family and
friends. There is nothing like Christmas Carols to remind us of the meaning of
Christmas.
** Please note this year the 4th Sunday of Advent is on Christmas Eve, the
morning mass is for the 4th Sunday of Advent, the Evening masses are Christmas
Eve masses. The 9:45 mass will take place in Damen Hall rather than in the
church.
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Janet Miskus, Tom O’Malley,
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HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
HAS LAUNCHED ITS

Same web address:
www.holyfamilychicago.org
New and improved in every way
THE SOURCE FOR ALL THINGS
HOLY FAMILY
MANY NEW FEATURES
INFORMATION, NEWS, HISTORY,
UPCOMING EVENTS AND MORE
Check it out….today!

Advent: An Invitation
to Intimacy with God
An Online, Interactive Retreat for Women
When: December 3-24, 2017
What: Join the School Sisters of Notre
Dame in taking time to nurture your relationship with God this Advent, using reflection materials provided by Sister Carolyn Sur, SSND. Deepen your personal
reflection and prayer by interaction with
a spiritual companion, a sister with whom
you will be paired to meet with weekly
by phone, skype or in person.
RSVP: To RSVP or for more information, contact Sister Stephanie Spandl,
SSND,
at sspandl@ssnd.org
or 651-278-4498, or visit ssnd.org/events/
advent-retreat-2017 for more details.

Goal: $3,500.00
Nov. 19

-9:45.........$1164.58
-5:00.........$1046.55
Give Central.....................................$785.00
Difference -$503.87
Nov. 26

-9:45.......$2072.51
-5:00........$669.00
Give Central...................................$300.00
Difference - $458.49

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
Offerings
$59,038.66
*Budget
$73,500.00
Surplus/(Deficit)
($14,461.34)
*($3,500 a week for 21weeks.)
If you use an envelope that is not pre
printed with your name or #, please be
sure to write the information on it so you
can receive proper credit.
Contributions can also be made at
givecentral.org Call Sharon in the office
with any questions or for help with online
donations.
You can also click on the ‘Donate’ link
on our web page at
www.holyfamilychicago.org
Thank you for your support.

Calendar
Sunday, Dec. 3
Advent Morning of
Reflection
11:00—12:30
Sunday, Dec. 3, 5:00 Our
Lady of the Angels Memorial Mass
Friday, Dec. 8 Feast of the Immaculate
Conception 9:45 Mass
Sunday, Dec. 10 2:00
Cardinal’s Christmas Concert
Thursday, Dec. 21
Children’s Christmas Party
December 31st 2017 Feast of the Holy Family
February 24 and 25th History in the Making
April 15th 2018 - Marriages celebrated
here at Holy Family
July 15th 2018 - Closing of our 160th
Anniversary

Remember getting ready for
Christmas when you were a child?
From decorating the tree to baking
cookies, each moment brought you
excitement and joy. Preparing for
Christmas can be as joyful as it was
then. Don't let this be just another
Advent where you get distracted and
busy.
Join Best Advent Ever
BESTADVENTEVER.COM/
ALMOSTCHRISTMAS

ADVENT MORNING
OF
REFLECTION

"As We Wait in Blessed, Joyful
Hope"
will be held the first Sunday of
Advent, December 3rd, following the
9:45 Mass. Jim Bruton will facilitate
an interactive discussion and
communal reflection on the Season of
Advent. As in recent years, our
parish's Confirmation students and
RCIA Candidates will participate, and
this will be a great opportunity to
connect them more closely with the
parish community. All are welcome to
start off the Season of Advent on a
note of "blessed, joyful hope!"

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
ONLY ONE WEEK LEFT
All Christmas Giving Tree gifts must

be brought to church by next Sunday,
December 10. Please return the
unwrapped gift with gift tag
attached, and place it under the tree
on the altar. And if there are any gift
tags remaining this week, please
consider taking one. If we all
participate, we can make sure this is
a bright and merry Christmas for the
children of Peace Corner.
The Holy Family community has
always risen with Christmas spirit and
supported those in need through the
Christmas Giving Tree. This year, let
the peacemakers of Peace Corner
feel our love, support and
admiration.

FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
There will be a
9:45 AM Mass
with the students
of St. Ignatius
High School.

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE
in memory of:
Our Lady of the Angels Fire
Dec 1, 1958
Sunday, Dec. 3 5:00 pm.

CARDINAL’S CHRISTMAS CONCERT
will be hosted by
Holy Family Parish
on Sunday, Dec. 10 at 2:00
All are invited and encouraged to
attend. Come and enjoy
the music of Christmas.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Sunday, December 10th
2:00 p.m.
The Cardinal’s Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 24th
Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m.
Vigil Mass of the Nativity of the LordFeaturing the Historic Rice-Frobenius
Organ and Brass
9:30 p.m. Christmas Carols
10:00 p.m. Mass of the Nativity
of the Lord
Monday, December 25th
Christmas Day
9:45 a.m. Christmas Mass
Sunday, December 31st
9:45 a.m.
Mass of the Feast of
the Holy Family
The Church will be open all day
Blessings and Veneration of the Relics
of the Holy Family
5:00 p.m. Mass,
Blessings and Veneration of the
Relics of the Holy Family
Monday, January 1st, 2018 New
Year’s Day Feast of Mary, Mother of God
9:45 a.m. Mass for the New Year
Sunday, January 7th The Feast of the Epiphany
9:45 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Mass

