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Letter from Fr. Laniauskas, S.J.

ESTABLISHMENT OF CHURCH OF
THE HOLY FAMILY, INC. AND BOARD
Prepare the way! A call we hear so loud and clear during Advent. Prepare the way!
As we eagerly prepare for Christmas, it seemed like the right time to share
progress made to preserve and restore our beloved Church of the Holy Family.
We prepare the way for the future of this sacred place – carrying forward the
vision rooted over 160 years ago by Fr. Damen, S.J. His philosophy of melding
faith, education and service, remain the cornerstone and mission of this Church
of the Holy Family.
The church has a lot of history – over 160 years of Jesuit history.
Understanding our more recent history will help clear up questions raised of
where we are now and where we are going.
As recently as 40 years ago, Fr. George Lane, S.J., mounted a campaign to stave
off demolition and to stabilize and address many years of neglected maintenance.
More recently, the Society of Jesus leased the Church to the Archdiocese of
Chicago, who operated the parish for numerous years. As you may know, in
2020, following the Archdiocese Renew my Church campaign, the Canonical
Parish consolidation with the former Notre Dame de Chicago parish occurred,
and the church building was returned to the Society of Jesus.
The Very Reverend Fr. Brian Paulson, S.J., Provincial of the Midwest Province
of the Society of Jesus, at the time, together with John Chandler, President of
Saint Ignatius College Prep, and myself, as former Vice President of Mission at
the school, worked to create a new model for sustaining the building, its on-going
vitality and the preservation of this sacred space.
Due to the Church’s numerous and various operating entities (Holy Family
Inc., Holy Family Preservation Society and partnership with St. Ignatius College
Prep), on May 5th, 2021, at the prompting of the Provincial, Holy Family Church,
Inc., merged into the Holy Family Preservation Society and was ultimately
renamed Church of the Holy Family, Inc., and a new five-member board of
trustees was established.
The board is comprised of two individuals appointed by the Midwest
Provincial: myself as President, currently serving as Pastor of the Church of the
Gesu in Ohio and Mr. Jordan Skarr, Provincial Assistant for Pastoral Ministry.
Two individuals were appointed from, St. Ignatius College Prep.: Mr. John
Chandler, President of St. Ignatius College Prep. and Ms. Marilynn Gardner,
President and CEO of Navy Pier and board member at St. Ignatius College Prep.
A fifth member, upon agreement by both the President of the new board and the
President of St. Ignatius College Prep. was selected: Ms. Elaine Norkus, Director
Marketing and Strategic Engagement at Allstate Identity Protection and board
member of the Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic School Board.
Together, the new board of trustees will work toward financial stability,
renovating the worship space and fostering a good partnership with St. Ignatius
College Prep. (who has signed a leasing agreement with the Church to use it as a
school worship space). We will also be working with our local parish, Our Lady
of the Holy Family, to serve the St. Ignatius family in sacramental life, as Church
of the Holy Family is not a parish, nor functions as such. We dream to restore
the church to once again, serve as a beacon of our Catholic faith within the Jesuit
tradition in the city of Chicago and to ensure another 160+ years.
The preservation work has begun and while there is much to do, thanks to
generous donors of time and treasure, we are happy to share a few photos of
progress made this past year:
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• The original Baptismal font was restored, and a new Baptistery created
• The Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, which commemorates Fr. Damen’s
promise to burn seven candles in thanksgiving for Our Lady saving the church
from the Great Chicago Fire in 1871, was adapted to current liturgical practices
• The central altar has been returned to the main upper sanctuary
• The organs have been repaired and tuned
• A new pulpit has been installed
• Maple flooring in the transepts has been revealed by the removal of layers of
linoleum and concrete
• Two Gothic altars have been returned to the nave
• The clock tower has been repaired and the bells are ringing again
• The Burke-Gearing Center has been refurbished
• Damen Hall, in the undercroft, was adapted as needed space for the school
during these Covid times
Though much has been done, with continued financial support, our hope is to also
undertake the following:
• Install a much-needed new heating and air-conditioning system
• Solidify the outside of the Church and enhance the interior through paint and
cosmetic improvements
• Add a new sound system to improve sound throughout the church
• Adapt existing chandeliers to improve the dynamism of light within the
worship space
• Convert Damen Hall into a social outreach center for the poor and
marginalized, serving as a central clearinghouse service by the students,
parents, and alums of Saint Ignatius College Prep, in conjunction with social
service agencies that could provide senior healthcare, financial literacy, ESL,
food pantry and other outreaches so desperately needed in our area
• We will continue to dream, and those additional ideas will be shared in the
future
Merging faith, education and creating a platform to service those most in need
have long been a part of this community. Church of the Holy Family was designed
with bold vision and built with the pennies and nickels of thousands of former
parishioners, as well as those who could dig “deeper”. During this Advent and
Christmas season, your prayers and continued support are humbly requested.
Your gift will help to ensure that we can continue to preserve and restore this
sacred space, as well as continue to care for and serve the students, alumni and
friends of Saint Ignatius College Prep.
Prepare the way! Thank you for joining us in this important undertaking, as we
look to preserve and live out the rich tradition of our Church of the Holy Family.
Prepare the way! Christmas is near!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
Rev. Lukas M. Laniauskas, S.J.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Church of the Holy Family
Visit our website to see our continued progress at: www.holyfamilychicago.org
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CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS
Over 160 years ago, immigrants from Ireland, Germany and Italy sacrificed and labored to build a church that
has been used for God’s ministry ever since. With the help of Saint Ignatius College Prep and the supporters
of the Church, we plan to remodel, restore, renovate and preserve the architectural design, construction,
furnishings & lighting throughout the building. Work started immediately after Saint Ignatius College Prep
gained possession of the church and restoration began. Take a look at some of the updates that have already
happened. We also invite you to visit the Church to see even more!
BEFORE

AFTER

Prayer
Oh most merciful triune God,
You in Your essence model the
love of family: the Spirit love of
a Father of his Son and the Son
of His Father. In Your goodness,
You gave us the Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph as
a model of that Divine love.
We pray that You may inspire
in our own families such a
love that transforms all and
changes all in Your image. Oh
most Holy Family, we entrust
Church of the Holy Family into
Your loving care. We pray that
You may bless our efforts to
preserve this place of worship,
that it may stand as a beacon
of a familial love to a world so
desperately in need. May its
walls, steeple, windows, pulpit
and most holy altars resound
with powerful preaching of
this great love that You are
and share with us. Lord Jesus,
save us! Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Pray for us! St. Joseph,
patron of the Church, pray for
us! In the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen
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Kairos Closing

FIRST FRIDAY MASSES
All are Invited

First Friday Mass is a special gift to all. The First Fridays Devotion, also called the Act of Reparation to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, is a Catholic devotion to offer reparations for sins and which had its origin in the
apparitions of Christ at Paray-le-Monial, France, reported by Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque in the 17th
century. It is a beautiful start to the day. Experience the peace and beauty of God here at Church of the Holy
Family. Join with the students, faculty and staff of Saint Ignatius College Prep for Mass. It is a great joy for
us to share this peaceful morning with you. This special Mass is offered the First Friday of every month. We
hope you can join us. (No registration is required)

Saint Ignatius
College Prep
Concert
The annual Saint Ignatius College Prep Choir
and Orchestra Christmas Concert was certainly
unforgettable for its attendees! Under the
direction of conductor, Mary Ellen Schneider,
over 200 students performed, filling the Church
with the beautiful sounds of Christmas.

Cardinal’s
Christmas Concert
We welcome back the City Lights Orchestra conducted by Rich
Daniels with very special guest, Cardinal Blase J. Cupich for its annual
Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 12, 2021. Doors will open
at 1:30 p.m. with the program starting at 2:00 p.m. Parking and seating
will be on a “first come, first served” basis. There is no fee to attend, and
everyone is welcome. This concert is a wonderful celebration for the
entire family to enjoy, so mark your calendar and plan to be there!
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Kairos is a retreat program grounded
in the Spiritual Exercises of Saint
Ignatius of Loyola. It is an experience
of Christian community with a series
of presentations and experiences given
by students and adults. Students grow
closer to each other as they experience
the love of God and receive the call of
Jesus. Each day of the retreat is based on
a “movement” or theme of the Exercises.
Prayer and the Sacraments are essential
parts of the program as well as the
retreatant’s involvement in small group
discussions and other activities. Kairos
has been a long-standing tradition at
Saint Ignatius College Prep and many
alumni continue to share the immense
impact that the retreat had on their lives.
This fall, our students had their first
retreat at Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat
House in Barrington, IL. During retreat,
students listen to their peer leaders
share stories and experiences of their
own identity, faith formation, and
relationship with God, themselves,
and others. There is time for individual
and small group reflection and prayer
as well as free time for students to
have fun, play games, and deepen their
friendships. One thing that is most
noteworthy about Kairos is the ability
for students to meet other students
they didn’t really know well before the
retreat. Many students come back from
the experience being grateful to have
met more of their classmates.

“My faith life has been impacted
by Kairos in the sense that I feel
closer to God and my friends
everyday. I wear my Kairos cross
everyday and whenever I feel it
bumping against my chest, I am
reminded of God’s love and my
meaningful Kairos experience”
“Kairos helped me to realize
how badly I want to make God
and faith the center of my life. I
certainly struggle with distractions
and disordered love but Kairos
deepened my understanding of the
truth behind Augustine’s claim,
‘Our hearts find no peace until they
rest in You.’ Since, I have made a
conscious effort to reflect more
often and order my life with God as
my priority.”
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Church of the Holy Family
1080 West Roosevelt Road
Chicago, IL 60608

312-492-8442
www.holyfamilychicago.org
contact@holyfamilychicago.org

ABOUT US
Board of Directors
Rev. Lukas M. Laniauskas, S.J.

JOIN IN THE TRADITION
Pray and
Celebrate
With Us

Sun., Dec. 5 at 1:00pm
Memorial Mass in Honor of 1958 Victims of Our Lady of Angels School Fire
Wed., Dec. 8 at 8:10am
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Sun., Dec. 12 at 2:00pm
The Cardinal’s Christmas Concert
Sun., Dec. 26 at 10:30 am
Feast of the Holy Family followed by reception with light refreshments

Jordan Skarr
John J. Chandler
Marilynn Gardner
Elaine Norkus

Staff
Rev. Lukas M. Laniauskas, S.J.
312-492-8442
frlaniauskas@holyfamilychicago.org
Tina Bobor
312-492-8442, option 1
tinabobor@holyfamilychicago.org
Cathy Hooper
312-492-8442, option 2
cathyhooper@holyfamilychicago.org
Wendy McCarthy
312-492-8442, option 3
wendymccarthy@holyfamilychicago.org
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Weddings and
Baptisms
For generations, young men and
women have chosen Church
of the Holy Family to have the
sacraments of Holy Matrimony
and Baptism performed. We are
happy to share these celebrations
of a continued journey and
relationship with God, teachings
to help live out His word and
ceremonies to show devotion to
Him. We look forward to your
continued worship with us!

Give to Preserve Church of the Holy Family
We ask that you come together for a cause and to preserve this holy and most precious place for our faith and for
the history of Chicago. With your help, we advance the mission of Fr. Arnold Damen, S.J. to ensure the future of
Church of the Holy Family for the Saint Ignatius Community and Chicagoland area. Please consider supporting
us by visiting our website at https://holyfamilychicago.org/donations or submit a check to Church of the Holy
Family, 1080 West Roosevelt Road, Chicago, Illinois 60608. Thank you for your generosity!
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