Our community is including you in our prayers during your Lenten journey.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY

NEWS
Improvements
to the Church

The four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John, have been added to the
reconstructed main Ambo.

Two new nave altars, one of the Sacred
Heart and the other of Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel. They are similar to the altars
that were removed in the 1970’s.
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RISE FROM THE ASHES AND LIVE!

A

sh Wednesday reminds us of the parallel story of the mythological Phoenix - a
bird that was reduced to ash in its death. In the midst of the ashes, an ember
still burned and was stoked by hope. Out of the ashes, a new bird arose; a bird
of truth and goodness. So too, God enables us to rise from the ashes of our
sinfulness and to live a new life.
Lent is a time for increased prayer, reflection and renewal. Ash Wednesday began by the
distribution of ashes to Saint Ignatius parents and local families at the doorsteps of the Church
and School on Roosevelt Rd. as they dropped off students or headed to work. The morning
continued with the celebration of the Eucharist with the Saint Ignatius College Prep and
Chicagoland communities in Church of the Holy Family. How joyful it was to see the Church
filled with so many witnessing their Faith.
We were reminded that Lent is a time to self-reflect and
look to God’s Infinite Mercy. Pope Francis reminds us, “Lent
summons us, and enables us, to come back to the Lord
wholeheartedly and in every aspect of our life.” It is during this
time that we remember the remedy of prayer, almsgiving and
fasting. It is through reconciliation, daily prayers and Mass that
we prepare for our Lenten journey.
We pray for you and your families as you choose to rise from
the ashes knowing of the truth, the love and light that Christ
offers to us through his Passion, Death and Resurrection.

President’s Letter

DEAR FRIENDS OF CHURCH
OF THE HOLY FAMILY
As we continue our Lenten journey toward
the Promise of the Paschal Mystery, we are
reminded of the brokenness in the world
and in ourselves. Lent provides us with an
opportunity to undertake our own Examen, as
Saint Ignatius encourages us in the Spiritual
Exercises. It is a time for us to reflect on
the freedom that God offers us in our own
decisions for our Faith and personal life.
As you read in this newsletter, Faith and the
future has played an integral role in the story of
Church of the Holy Family, since its founding
by Fr. Arnold Damen, S.J. in 1857. Today, while
the Church is no longer a canonical parish, it
serves as a vital center for the Faith life of the
Saint Ignatius community and as a beacon of
Rev. Lukas M. Laniauskas, S.J.
President
hope for the faithful of Chicago.
Know that you and your family will be
remembered in our prayer each time we gather at Church of the Holy Family. We ask
you to pray for the people of Ukraine and in all parts of the world where freedom is
threatened.
Thank you for joining with the tens of thousands of souls who have supported and
who have been strengthened, through their participation and their Lenten sacrifice.
A.M.D.G

THE IGNATIAN YEAR 2021-2022
Ignatian spirituality is a
spirituality for everyday life. It
insists that God is present in our
world and active in our lives. It
is a pathway to deeper prayer,
good decisions guided by keen
discernment, and an active life of
service to others. We remember
the 500th anniversary of St.
Ignatius Loyola’s injury during
the Battle of Pamplona, which
ultimately led to his conversion
from soldier to saint. The year concludes on the Feast of St. Ignatius, July 31, 2022.
There are many resources available to help you celebrate this occasion. You will find
many of those at www.ignatianspirituality.com. We also invite you to Eucharist with
Pope Francis at https://ignatius500.global/live/.

Prayer for
Church of the
Holy Family
Oh most merciful triune
God, You in Your essence
model the love of family:
the Spirit love of a Father of
his Son and the Son of His
Father. In Your goodness,
You gave us the Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
as a model of that Divine
love. We pray that You may
inspire in our own families
such a love that transforms
all and changes all in Your
image. Oh most Holy Family,
we entrust Church of the
Holy Family into Your loving
care. We pray that You may
bless our efforts to preserve
this place of worship, that
it may stand as a beacon of
a familial love to a world so
desperately in need. May
its walls, steeple, windows,
pulpit and most holy altars
resound with powerful
preaching of this great love
that You are and share with
us. Lord Jesus, save us! Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Pray
for us! Saint Joseph, patron
of the Church, pray for us! In
the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen

THE
Historian
Ellen Skerrett

O

BUSCHER
LEGACY

ver the past few years we
have been delighted to
hear from callers across
the country who phone
Church of the Holy Family to share
stories about their family’s deep roots.
It’s a powerful reminder that this sacred
space continues to inspire after more
than 160 years.
Professor Patrick Kile of Klamath
Falls, Oregon, reached out on behalf
of his mother, Francella, who is the last
surviving grandchild of noted sculptor
Sebastian Buscher (1849-1926). In
returning his call, I learned that the
Kiles have carefully preserved rare
examples of Buscher’s work and that
they hope these treasures will soon find
a home in Church of the Holy Family.
Among the unique photographs and
artifacts is a Pieta signed by Sebastian
Buscher and a whimsical self-portrait of
the artist—without his trademark cigar!
For more photos of the Buscher legacy,
see Church of the Holy Family website,
https://holyfamilychicago.org/
Eighteen-year-old Sebastian Buscher
arrived in the United States from
Gamburg, Germany, on July 13, 1868,
to apprentice with his uncle, Anton
Buscher (1825-1879). As the story
goes, Fr. Arnold Damen had discovered
Anton carving cigar store advertising
figures in Chicago and persuaded him
that his artistic talents would be better
appreciated by the thousands who filled
Church of the Holy Family every week.
The Buscher legacy in Chicago was
well underway when young Sebastian
first set eyes on the Gothic church
whose interior had been completed in
1860 according to the plans of architect
John Van Osdel. There is little doubt

Sebastian Buscher in his workshop, courtesy Jeff March

about Fr. Damen’s vision. The Feb. 1,
1863 contract he signed with Anton
Buscher stipulated that the German
sculptor would furnish “all the carving
work and statuary” for the main altar,
ensuring that it be “done in a well
finished, artistic manner before the
expiration of eighteen months.”
In his workshop at 1118 S. May Street,
Anton Buscher was building for the
future, creating a magnificent altar that
would be the focal point of the church
for generations to come. We don’t
think of Fr. Damen as a patron of the
arts, but recent research reveals his
extraordinary efforts to provide beauty
for working-class Catholics decades
before the city had an Art Institute.
Every year upwards of 100 couples
exchange their wedding vows against
the backdrop of an oil painting of the
Holy Family by Bro. François Quartier,
S.J. (1811-1883). It’s an extraordinary
centerpiece, with a story to match. A
Flemish artist of exceptional ability,
Quartier had spent six months in
London studying Esteban Murillo’s
“Heavenly and Earthly Trinities.” (The
National Gallery acquired the Spanish
artist’s 1680 masterpiece in 1837.)
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
paintings/bartolome-esteban-murillo-theheavenly-and-earthly-trinities

In his studio at the Jesuit college
of Aalst, Quartier replicated the
painting for the “grande Eglise a
Chicago.” Rev. Pierre-Jean DeSmet,
S.J. traveled to Belgium to arrange
for shipment, a translantic journey
from Antwerp to New York to St.
Louis and finally, Chicago. While the
precious oil painting of the Holy Family
was enroute in April 1861, DeSmet
reassured Fr. Damen that Quartier’s
“copy of Murillo’s best, will be admired
by all beholders.”
The main altar created by Anton
Buscher was dedicated on Oct. 15, 1865,
just a few months after the end of the
Civil War. Crowds in the thousands
turned out for the ceremony which
featured preaching in English, German,
and French. The altar astonished
Chicagoans—and for good reason.
Nothing like it existed in the city. The
New York Journal of Commerce took
note, calling it “the finest specimen of
church architecture in this country.”
Sebastian Buscher’s first work
in Church of the Holy Family is
immediately visible, right inside the
front doors: his statue of St. Michael the
Archangel and the Holy Guardian Angel.
Before returning to Europe for more
classical training at the Royal Academy of
Arts in Munich, young Sebastian carved

Family painting by Bro. François Quartier, S.J., above and the

Sebastian Buscher’s statue of St. Michael the Archangel,

Sebastian Buscher’s Guardian Angel, c. 1869, COTHF

Last Supper by Sebastian Buscher, below, COTHF.

c. 1869, COTHF

From top, Pieta signed by Sebastian Buscher, courtesy
Francella and Patrick Kile; Sebastian Buscher's self portrait,
courtesy Francella and Patrick Kile; main altar with Holy

Few, if any, Chicago
the sanctuary chairs; many
immigrant families counted
of the confessionals with
as many artists as did the
individual statues; and
Buscher family. Sebastian’s
the side altars that date
cousins included portrait
from 1873. According
painter Charles A. Buscher
to Francella Kile, her
(1858-1926), one of the
grandfather’s sense of
first students enrolled at
humor can be seen today
Saint Ignatius College;
in his depiction of St.
St. Joseph wearing a derby hat
and Benedictine “SisterJoseph wearing a derby
by Sebastian Buscher, c. 1873,
builder” Amelia Buscher,
hat on the flight into Egypt
COTHF
O.S.B. (1863-1950), of St.
and the knives and forks
Scholastica Academy in Rogers Park.
on the “Last Supper” carving beneath
Thanks in great measure to the
the main altar!
work of Charlotte Baumann-Hendriks
For twenty-five years after his
of Frankfurt am Main, we now
marriage in 1880 to Mary Schmitt,
know that the Buscher legacy was
Sebastian Buscher’s workshop at
transnational. Since 2004, Sebastian’s
1059 W. 11th Street was also the
great-grandniece has been researching
family home, filled with high spirited
the careers of his younger brothers,
children. Francella Kile’s mother,
Professor Clemens Buscher (1855Ludmilla Buscher, was the youngest
1916), Dusseldorf, and Professor
of thirteen, born in 1901. Like many
Thomas Buscher (1860-1937), Munich.
immigrant parents, Sebastian and
Baumann-Hendriks is currently
Mary continued to speak German and
preparing a monograph of the complete
to celebrate “continental” Sundays
works of the Buscher Brothers. She
with their extended families. The
and art historian Adelheid Wascha,
Buscher children remembered visits
M.A., curated exhibits at several
to see their father’s craftsmanship in
locations in Baden and Bavaria that led
Chicago churches, among them, Old
to opening of the Buscher Museum in
St. Patrick’s, Old St. Peter’s, and St.
2013 in Gamburg, the hometown of
Martin in Englewood with its exterior
the Buscher Brothers. Among the rare
statue of the saint on horseback. And
items on display is a copy of the 1923
in trips to St. Boniface cemetery on
history of Chicago’s Church of the Holy
the North Side, they could always
Family. https://bawue.museum-digital.
spot the monuments created by their
de/institution/115
uncle Christian Buscher (1852-1926).

Ludmilla Buscher Johnson (1901-1988), mother of Francella Kile, in front of her father, Sebastian Buscher. From left to to
right: Dorothy Buscher Edwards Springer; Cecilia Busher Faber; Maria Buscher Stewart; Sebastian Buscher; Ludmilla; Maria
Schmitt Buscher; Lioba Buscher; Otella Buscher McCord; Franc Columbus Buscher; Lillian Buscher Verhalen, courtesy
Francella and Patrick Kile

THE
GONZAGA
SOCIETY
WELCOMES
NEW
MEMBERS
The Gonzaga Society is the Saint
Ignatius College Prep liturgical
leadership group. They strive
to grow together as ministers
and learn about the various
ways to serve the Church in
liturgical functions. The Society
is comprised of students, faculty
and staff who serve as Eucharistic
Ministers, Lectors and Altar
Servers. On Friday, February 4th,
the Church welcomed 20 new
students as Eucharistic Ministers.
Please join us in prayer as they
answer the call we receive from
our baptism to live Christ-like
lives by following His example as
Priest, Prophet, and King.

Church of the Holy Family
1080 West Roosevelt Road
Chicago, IL 60608

312-492-8442
www.holyfamilychicago.org
contact@holyfamilychicago.org

ABOUT US
Board of Directors
Rev. Lukas M. Laniauskas, SJ
President, Church of the Holy Family
John C. Chandler
President, Saint Ignatius College Prep
Marilynn Gardner
President & CEO, Navy Pier Inc.
Elaine Norkus
Director, Strategic Engagement at Allstate
Identity Protection
Jordan C. Skarr
Provincial Assistant,
Office of Pastoral Ministries
USA Midwest Province

Staff
Tina Bobor
Administrative Coordinator
312-492-8442, option 1
tinaboborholyfamilychicago.org
Cathy Hooper
Wedding Coordinator
312-492-8442, option 2
cathyhooperholyfamilychicago.org
Wendy McCarthy
Development Director
312-492-8442, option 3
wendymccarthyholyfamilychicago.org

JOIN IN THE TRADITION
Pray and Celebrate With Us
FIRST FRIDAY MASSES
We invite you to Mass on the first Friday of each month at 8:10am. You will share this
prayerful time with the Saint Ignatius College Prep Community and Church of the
Holy Family.
To learn more about our Mass schedules, please visit www.holyfamilychicago or contact
us at 312-492-8442, ext. 3.

Weddings and Baptisms

For generations, men and women have chosen Church of the
Holy Family to have the sacraments of Holy Matrimony and
Baptism performed. We are happy to share these celebrations of
a continued journey and relationship with God, teachings to help
live out His word and ceremonies to show devotion to Him.
Our Church also serves families who are preparing for the
funeral of a loved one. Please contact our office at 312-492-8442
to speak with one of our staff.
Sacramental preparation and approval is coordinated by our
territorial parish, Our Lady of the Holy Family. www.olhfchi.org

Give to Preserve Church of the Holy Family

We ask that you come together for a cause and to preserve this holy and most precious
place for our faith and for the history of Chicago. With your help, we advance the mission
of Fr. Arnold Damen, S.J. to ensure the future of Church of the Holy Family for the Saint
Ignatius Community and Chicagoland area. Please consider giving a gift by visiting our
website at https://holyfamilychicago.org/donations or submit a check to Church of the
Holy Family, 1080 West Roosevelt Road, Chicago, Illinois 60608.
Thank you for being a part of a great community of supporters!

